Delaware First State Cemetery Association
April 3, 2025 Meeting Minutes

A meeting of the Delaware First State Cemetery Association was held at Holy
Cross Early Learning Center in Dover, Delaware on April 3,2025. President
Len Dormberger called the meeting to order at 10:33a.m. EDT.

Len introduced the three other Board Members in attendance: Jim Frazier
(Treasurer) and Mark Christian (Secretary). Louis Cicalese (Director at
Large) was absent. Members and guests in attendance then introduced
themselves. Len then asked attendees to fill out the attendance forms placed
at each table.

The minutes from the last meeting held October 18, 2024, were presented. A
motion was made by Jennings Hastings and seconded by Janie Miller to
accept the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

Jim Frazier then gave the Treasurer’s report. The balance in the Association’s
checking account, as of April 1, 2025, was $3,293.61. Expense incurred since
the last meeting was $25 for State of Delaware’s Annual Franchise Fee. There
are currently 33 active members with 16 of these members coming up for
renewal in 2025. There are 26 lapsed members and 7 additional contacts who
attended a meeting and never joined. Over the past two years the average cost
of a meeting was $340. The total expenses for 5 meetings are as follows: $475
for room rental and $1,226 for lunches. On a motion made by Mark Christian
and seconded by Marian Hudson the report was accepted as presented.

The next item of business was a discussion on proposed biannual dues
increases. The following increases were reviewed:
e Cemeteries with 0 — 50 annual interments from  $25 to $ $50.

e (Cemeteries with 50 to 100 interments from $50 to $100
e Cemeteries with over 100 interments from $100 to $200
e Supplier Members from $75 to $100
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e Associate Members from $15 to $30
e Former members stay the same at $25.

On a motion made by Jason Casper and seconded by Paul Buckley, the
proposed biannual dues increase was approved as presented.

Ann Daly, Chair of the Nominating Committee, gave her recommendations for
the upcoming two-year term on the Board as follows:

e Faith Kuehn President

e Jason Casper Vice-President

e Mark Christian Secretary

e Jame Frazier Treasurer

e Louis Cicalese Director at Large

A motion to approve the slate of candidates was made by Sonja Brown and
seconded by James Frazier. The motion carried.

A voice vote was held with all in attendance voting in favor of electing these
five members to the Board.

Mark Christian, Chair of the Delaware Cemetery Board, gave a brief
explanation of the requirement to register cemeteries in the State as well as the
availability of funds from the Distressed Cemetery Fund.

Mike McGrath then gave a brief overview of the Delaware Preservation Fund.
The Fund’s grants have historically targeted projects of a “bricks and mortar”
nature. Under new guidelines, the DPF is also accepting applications for
non-capital projects, including restoration  planning projects,
architectural/engineering studies, and contracting professional consultants to
prepare National Register or local district nominations. Most grants typically
range between $2,000 to $5,000. The maximum grant is $10,000. Eligibility
Historic resources located in Delaware are eligible for a grant if they are either:
- on or determined eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places
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. a contributing element to a National Register Historic District, or
« determined by a county or local government to be locally significant.

The application for 2025 grant applications ended in February .For more
information go to https://preservationde.org/smallgrantsprogram. Mr.
McGrath then made a presentation on the history and ongoing improvements
at the Old Union Church Cemetery.

The next presentation was made by Linda Gould and Cynthia Sperberg,
cemetery doulas. They gave a detailed presentation on the growing popularity
of natural burials. Natural burials are designed to utilize no embalming
chemicals and biodegradable burial containers. The bodies are allowed to
decompose naturally, and the settings can vary. Maintenance and
memorialization standards are different from traditional cemeteries. While
some areas of the country are reluctant to embrace this environmentally
friendly concept, there have been several success stories where existing
cemeteries have elected to develop a natural burial area and cases where natural

burial cemeteries exist as their own entities. '

The final item of discussion was the recent theft of bronze from several local
cemeteries, primarily in New Castle County. In the latest incidents, bronze
doors were stolen from private mausoleums in the Jewish Community
Cemetery and All Saints Cemetery. In addition, bronze vases were stolen and
a hand from a bronze statue at All Saints were also stolen. There have been
arrests made related to All Saints bronze vase thefts. The other thefts remain
under investigation.

The next meeting of the Association is scheduled for October 9, 2025, at 10:30
a.m. Due notice of the meeting will be sent via email.

There being no further business, on a motion made by James Frazier and Jason
Casper the meeting was adjourned at 12:27 p.m. EDT.

Submitted by: Mark A. Christian, Secretary
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Attendance Roster

NAME

CEMETERY / VENDOR

Jason Casper

Wilmington Cemetery Solutions

Renea Bowe

Friendship United Methodist Church

Bill Lloyd

Lloyd’s Stone Works

Linda Gould x

Natural Burial Presenter

Cynthia Sperberg

Natural Burial Presenter

James Frazier x

Barratt’s Chapel

Mark Christian

Delaware Cemetery Board

Jennings Hastings

Glenwood Cemetery

Len Dornberger

Holy Cross Cemetery

Anne Daly Newark Union Church Cemetery
Charles Golt Pencader Cemetery
Faith Kuehn DHSS Holloway Campus

Marian Hudson

Lakeside Cemetery

Cindy Davis

Newark Union Cemetery

Sonja Brown

Whatcoat UMC Dover

Michael Mc Grath

Old Union Church Cemetery

Herbert Hall

Friendship United Methodist Church

Janie Miller

Union Wesley U.M. Church Cemetery

Sandra Seidel

Jewish Community Cemetery

Richard Lewis

Old Fort Cemetery Newark DE

Darius Cole Old Fort Cemetery Newark DE
Ray DePhillis St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Paul Buckley St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Michael Carvin Sharon Hills Memorial Park
Chuck Stoner Christiana Presbyterian Cemetery
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